Chilean Destroyer Ministro Portales (DD-17)

 

	

Destroyer "Ministro Portales" ready to combat the Argentinians in 1978.
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The Ministro Portales was purchased by Chile on January 8, 1974 from the United States. It was originally built and commissioned as the U.S.S. Douglas H. Fox (DD-779) in 1944.

The Portales participated in the Beagle-Channel diplomatic conflict in 1978. In this period, all the Chilean Navy ships were camouflaged.

The Portales served the Navy of Chile until it was taken off of active duty and towed from Talcahuano to Port Williams, arriving at the wharf on September 18, 1991. There, it was a static support vessel for the local torpedo boat fleet until their replacement by missile boats.

On November 11, 1998 at 3:47 p.m., the Ministro Portales was intentionally sunk during a target practice exercise.

Source: Wikipedia

December 02, 2004 12:02 PM 
From: Jose Navarrete  To: Bill Oliver 
Subject: Ex Sailor DD 17 Ministro Portales (formerly U.S.S. Douglas H. Fox (DD-779)
                                                                             Translated From The Spanish
                                                                                                                                                               Dear Sir.  
It is my intention by the present letter, to express my respect and to share with you my pride to have been aboard so great a ship.  By my part I was embarked upon the DD 17 Ministro Portales (CCPO) in the final  year of its service in the Armada of Chile. This was the year of 1989, the year in which I carried out on the last cruise of its naval service.  
On this trip I am aboard from the port of Valparaiso toward the distant Island of Easter (Shaves Nui).  After this its service was ceased, in wait of its drop.  Aboard the ship my function as a crew member was of Signalman on the Bridge, and Radioman in the CIC.  Ademas of the reception of helos in the hanger with flight.  This was my final mission with the ship, since in December of the same year I left the Navy to dedicate my work in the civil life.  But, always in my memory to have been navigating the seas of the South Pacific aboard this beautiful ship.  

I have found a link to the Armada of Chile which details the last months of the ship to its final resting and for you a photograph from the approximate year 1985.  Expecting to have a good reception I contribute my greetings to you and your community.
Jose Navarrete G., Cabo 1 o (r) (SN)

